
Weather Forecast 
Pair today, high in upper 50s. Partly cloudy 
tonight with low about 44. Tomorrow 
cloudy with rain likely by night. (Full 
report on Page A-2.) 
Midnight, 47 6 a.m. __-44 11 a m. ---49 

2 a.m. 47 8 a.m. ---43 Noon-50 
4 a.m. ---45 10 a.m. -_ 46 1 p.m. —52 
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Romulo Offers 
Plan for Truce 
On Atom Bomb 

Asks Armistice to 

Aid Agreement on 

Permanent Curb 
By the Associated Press 

LAKE SUCCESS. Dec. 20.—Brig. 
Gen. Carlos P. Romulo, president 
of the United Nations Assembly, 
today proposed a temporary 
armistice in the production and 
use of atomic weapons. 

Gen. Romulo said his proposal 
was made in the hope of halting a 

costly race between the United 
States and Russia for atomic 
supremacy. He stressed that his 
plan was intended only as an 
interim measure to give more time 
for the working out of a perma- 
nent atomic control plan. 

The Philippine diplomat handed 
his proposals to Qen. A. G. L. Mc- 
Naughton of Canada shortly be- 
fore a secret meeting of the six 
permanent members of the U. N. 
Atomic Energy Commission. Gen. 
McNaughton is this month's chair- 
man of the six conferees, which 
also include representatives of the 
United States. Russia, Britain, 
France and China. 
Conferees Quit Until January 19. 

The conferees, after a brief 
meeting, adjourned until January 
19. They decided to refer the 
Romulo proposals to their govern- 
ments for study and comment 
along with other proposals made 
during the recent session of the 
Assembly by India, Russia, Haiti. 
Argentina. Venezuela and Israel. 

Gen. Romulo's proposals fol- 
lowed closely those set forth in an 

appeal by him November 3. but 
this time they were offered as a 

concrete plan. 
The Romulo proposals offer four 

possible paths for exploration: 
1. The possibility of a short- 

term atomic armistice accompa- 
nied by an inspection system. 

2. The possibility of an interim 
prohibition on the use of atomic 
weapons with adequate safe- 
guards. 

3. The possibility of further 
compromises between the majority 
(Western) and the minority (So- 
viet) plans for atomic energy con- ! 
trol. 

4. The possibility of a new ap- ! 
proach to the fundamental prob- 
lem of control. 

Race Seen Accelerating. 
“I continue to believe,” Gen. 

Romulo said, ‘‘that all of these i 
approaches should be seriously 
pursued.” 

He suggested that the conferees 
give first priority in their discus- 
sions to the possibility of reach- 
ing agreement on a temporary 
plan for the prohibition or con-, 
trol of atomic weapons. 

“Every day brings us further 
evidence that the race for atomic 
armaments is accelerating at a 

frightening rate,” he declared. 
He added that agreement would 

be difficult even on a temporary 
armistice such as he suggested, 
but “the enormous complexities 
of a permanent system of control 
may in $ome degree be reduced in 
an interim plan.” 

Gen. Romulo did not specify 
how long he thought the tempo- 
rary armistice should be or how the 
necessary inspection machinery 
could be set up. He said he pre- 
ferred to leave these questions to 
atomic experts who have technical 
knowledge at their command. 

Jerusalem Problem. 

Meanwhile, the 12-nation Trus- 
teeship Council will attempt today 
to reach a decision on whether to 
invite Israel and Hashemite Jor- 
dan to participate in an advisory 
capacity in the Council’s discus- 
sions concerning the interna- 
tionalization of Jerusalem. 

Both countries oppose the U. N. 
proposal for an international re- 

gime and neither has made any 
move to take part in the council’s 
work. There is no guarantee that 
Israel and Jordan will change 
their attitude even if they receive 
invitations. Control over Jerusa- 
lem now is divided between Israel 
and Jordan. 

The Trusteeship Council last 
night authorized its chairman— 
Roger Garreau of France—to pre- 
pare a draft for Jerusalem’s inter- 
nationalization after ascertaining 
the views of interested govern- 
ments and religious organizations. 
Mr. Garreau will submit his work- 
ing paper to the council when it 
opens its regular winter meeting in 
Geneva January 19. 

Red Families Reported 
Leaving East Reich 

By the Associated Press 

BERLIN, Dec. 20.—The British- 
licensed newspaper Telegraf said 
tonight the Russians have begun 
to remove their families from the 
eastern zone. No substantiation 
of the story was available else- 
where. 

There have been previous uncon- 
firmed reports that the Russians 
already had begun pulling out 
their army, after preparing the 
way for a large force of Commu- 
nist police to control East Ger- 
many. which has been proclaimed 
a “people’s republic.” 

The Telegraf said the evacua- 
tion operation, for which it gave 
no reason, began last Friday night 
and was scheduled to be completed 
by January 1. 
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Wanted—Cure for Transit Ills 

No Fare It Can Suggest Will Fill 
Income Needs, Company Fears 

Loss of Patronage Expected if Rate 
Is Raised in Competition With Taxis 
(First of a Series.) 

By Francis P. Douglas 
The Capital Transit Co's, in- 

creased costs under the wage 
arbitration award just an- 
nounced gives the company the 
black outlook of a deficit instead 
of a profit, and the necessity of 
eating into surplus, unless more 
income is found. 

But this search for income 
starts off against the background 
of a company statement that “no 
fare we can suggest will give the 
income we need.” 

The company said, during the 
wage arbitration hearings, that it 
requires a normal expenditure of 
$2,930,000 a year to maintain the 
property. To pay $2 dividend on 
the 240,000 shares of stock re- 

quires $480,000. The total of these 
! two figures is $3,410,000. 

The company estimated that, in 

Stalin, 70 Tomorrow, 
Getting Greatest Gift 
Jackpot in History 

Fortune in Presents, From 
Dolls to Locomotives, Being 
Sent by World's Reds 

By the Associated Press 

LONDON, Dec. 20.—The great-1 
est giveaway jackpot program in 
history is on today, w*ith Russia's 

Joseph Stalin on the receiv- 
ing end. 

gtalin, overlord of world com- 

munism. hits the jackpot tomor- 
row when he reaches the age of 
70. How much the take in birth- 
day presents is worth is anybody’s 
guess. Tons and tons of gifts— 
so many that not in centuries 
could one man use them up—have 
descended on Moscow* from the 
Communist world. 

Reports reaching London 
through the Soviet monitor and 
other channels indicate that there 
will be more than 1,000,000 parcels 
bearing the tagr “Happy Birth- 
day, Dear Comrade.’’ * 

Besides, there will be a veritable 
flood of big crates containing the 
more unwieldy gifts—all the way 
from motorcycles to airplanes. 

Take an average figure of $5 
per gift—that would be cheap 
for a birthday gift for Stalin— 
and the jackpot is worth more, 
than $5,000,000. 

From Dolls to Locomotives. j 
Shoes, socks, neckties, choice 

foods, wines, spirits, toys, dolls, 
books, automobiles, horses, motor- 

cycles airplanes, locomotives and 
even whole factories are among 
the many carloads of presents 
converging on the Kremlin from 
the satellite areas and far ter- 
ritories of the U. S. S. R. 

With the gifts come all sorts 

of honors, pledges of special work, 
affirmations of loyalty and devo- 

tion. endearing greetings in the 

familiar Communist pattern. 
Long freight trains hauled gifts 

into Moscow. There were 70 cars— 

one for each birthday—from Com- 
munist East Germany. A freight 
train of 11 cars left Warsaw with 

presents from Poland. The loco- 
motive of the train was almost 

! hidden by the huge portrait of 
Stalin it bore as it pulled out. 

Stalin probably will have little 
use for much of what he gets. A 

iman of 70, for instance, would be 
a bit beyond playing with the 17 
dolls he is getting from Italian 
Communists, or riding a motor 
scooter from Milan, or an Italian 
racing bicycle, or a motorcycle and 
airplane from Prague, or even 

taking a buggy ride in a carriage 
from Sofia. 

Presumably, much of what he 
Is given will be redistributed. 
Even this will take a long time. 
It seems unlikely, for instance, 
that the shipment of women’s 
nylon stockings he is getting from 
some French admirers will be 
much good for his personal use. 

Numerous cities in the Soviet 
orbit have held public displays of 

(See S'l’ALIN, Page A-3.) 

the 12 months ending next October 
31, it would have $2,326,000 for 
depreciation. After other charges, 
there would be left a net income 
of $51,000. This is $1,033,000 
short of the $3,410,000 figure. 

J. E. Heberle, vice president 
and controller of the company, 
said, therefore, that a minimum 
additional net income of $1,033.- 
000 was required to keep the com- 

pany rolling and to pay dividends. 
The estimates of future earnings 
were based on labor costs existings 
before the arbitartion award. The 
additional labor costs will amount 
to $1,172,100 a year, according 
to the company, but this does not 
take into account economies that 
may be made by reduced service. 

Last year the company paid 50 
cents a share on its 240,000 shares 
of stock. This year as the re- 

(Continued on Page A-4, Col. 2.) 

Hiss Denies Being Red 
Or Ever Having Had 
Communistic Ideas 

Perjury Defendant Tells 
How Chambers Introduced 
Himself as 'Crosley' 

By Newbold Noyes, Jr. 
Star Staff Correspondent 

NEW YORK, Dec. 20. —Alger 
Hiss, testifying today in his own 

defense against perjury charges, 
denied he had ever had anything 
to do with the Communist Party 
or with communistic ideas. 

The 45-year-old former State 
Department official went even 

further than he did at his first 
trial in denying leftist association. 

Yesterday Mr. Hiss had denied 
giving secret State Department 
documents to Whitaker Chambers, 
the admitted ex-communist agent 
who accuses him of having been 
part of the prewar Communist 
underground in Washington. To- 
day his attorney, Claude B. Cross, 
moved into a broader field of ques- 
tioning. 

Q. Are you a Communist, Mr. 
Hiss? 

A. No. 
Q. Have you ever been a Com- 

munist? 
A, No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been a fellow 

traveler? 
A. No, sir. 

Holds to Negative. 
Mr. Hiss gave the same answer 

when asked: “Have you ever been 
in sympathy with Communist 
ideas?” He shook his head silent- 
ly when asked if he had “ever 
belonged to any organization that 
was a ‘front’ for the Communist 
Party.” 

In entering his denials, Mr. 
Hiss avoided the emphatic, self- 
conscious tone he employed on 
such occasions in his first trial 
which ended with a hung jury 
last July 8. 

His manner today was calmly 
casual, almost offhand. He spoke 
so quietly that spectators had a 

hard time catching his words. 
With almost weary precision, he 

j retold for the jury of eight women 

j and four men, his version of a 

; long-ago association with a man 

named ‘‘George Crosley 
Introduced Himself. 

“Mr. Crosley came into my of- 
fice,” Mr. Hiss testified. He in- 
troduced himself by name. He 
stated he was a free-lance writer. 
* * * He said he wished to talk 

| to me about our aircraft investi- 
gation and Dupont hearings.” 
j The defendant dropped his voice 
to a near singsong as he ran over 
the now-familiar ground. 

He told of subsequent meetings 
with “Crosley” at which he sup- 
plied the man with public in- 
formation on the work of the Nye 
committee. 

Mr.'Chambers has said it was 

in this period that Mr. Hiss first 
began procuring secret documents 
for him. This, Mr. Hiss flatly de- 
nies. 

As the association progressed, 
Mr. Hiss said, the two began hav- 

(Continued on Page A-7. Col. 2.) 

Mayor O'Dwyer, Miss Simpson 
Wed, Sail on Yacht Honeymoon 

By th* Associated Pros* 

STUART, Fla., Dec. 20.—Mayor 
William O’Dwyer of New York 
and radiant Elizabeth Sloan 
Simpson were married today in a 

simple ceremony in St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church and 20 minutes 
later sailed away on a eight-day 
yachting honeymoon. 

Nature painted a brilliant rain- 
bow in the sky as they entered 

| the church for the ceremony. A 

skywriting airplane drew a 6-mile- 
high heart above the yacht Almar 
n as they sailed on the mahog- 
any-decked boat. 

Three hundred persons jammed 
the little wooden Army surplus 
church. Four hundred others 
formed an overflow outside and 
an additional 200 shouted and 
waved a farewell at the dock as 

they sailed away. 
The bride, 33. wore blue. Her 

dark navy blue suit was trimmed 
with darker blue velvet. Her hat 
was a velvet beret with accessories 
to match and her shoes were blue 
suede. Her jewelry was a single- 

ko. * 

strand pearl necklace with pearl 
earrings. 

Her only attendant, Mrs. Ed- 
ward M. Bernecker of New York, 
wore a brown linen suit with 
brown accessories. 

Mr. O’Dwyer, 59, was clad in a 

blue double-breasted suit with 
gray tie and black shoes. 

The Rev. Timothy J. Geary per- 
formed the ceremony, which he 
described as “very simple and very 
beautiful.” It lasted 8 minutes. 

Both Mr. O’Dwyer, 59, and his 

j bride, 33, were deeply moved and 

| exchanged vows in voices hardly 
above a whisper. 

Mr. O’Dwyer’s voice could not be 
heard in the first row as he 
answered after Father Geary, “I, 
William O’Dwyer, .take thee, Eliza- 
beth Sloan Simpson, for better or 

worse, richer or poorer, in sickness 
and in health, until death do us 

part." 
Miss Simpson repeated the same 

words in a slightly firmer voice. 
She stood erect and looked at 

(See O’DWYER, Page A-3.) 
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Soviet Officially 
Claimslmmunity 
For Gubitchev 

Panyushkin Statement 
Is Without Precedent, 
U. S. Judge Believes 

By the Associated Press 

NEW YORK. Dec. 20—The 
Soviet government in a statement 
in Federal Court today formally 
claimed diplomatic immunity for 
Valentin Gubitchev. Russian citi- 
zen facing trial on spy charges. 

Federal Judge Sylvester R. 
Ryan, presiding at a pretrial hear- 
ing for Gubitchev and Judith 
Coplon. described the statement as 

without precedent in his memory 
in criminal procedure. 

The statement was read to the 
court by Lev S. Tolokonnikov. first 
secretary of the Soviet Embassy 
in Washington, after Gubitchev's 
lawyer had comnleted his argu- 
ment on the immunity claim. 

It was signed by Alexander S. 

Panyushkin, the Russian Ambas- 
sador. When Gubitchev was ar- 

rested last March, Ambassador 
Panyushkin went to the State De- 

partment and asked that he be 
released on grounds of immunity. 

Called Officer of Service. 

The document said Gubitchev 
“is an officer of the diplomatic 
service in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the U. S. S. R. since 
April 26, 1946, with the diplomatic 
rank of third secretary.” 

He was sent to work in the 
United Nations secretariat with 
Soviet permission but held his 

diplomatic rank, the Soviet Am- 
bassador insisted. 

Judge Ryan accepted the state- 
ment as “a communication to the 
court.” Another Federal judge 
ruled previously that Gubitchev 
does not have immunity. This also 
is the view taken by the State 
Department and the United Na- 
tions. 

One Line of Attack. 

The immunity claim is one of 
several attacks on the espionage 
indictment made by the defense in 
the pre-trial sessions. Judge Ryan 
denied yesterday a motion to dis- 
miss the conspiracy count of the 
indictment. 

Miss Coplon. 28-year-old for- 
mer employe of the Department 
of Justice, and GuWteh&v. 32, are 

scheduled to go on trial Decem- 
ber 27. 

They are accused of espionage 
in allegedly attempting to get 
Government secrets into Soviet 
hands. 

Up for argument today were 
these issues: 

1. A motion by Abraham L. 
Pomerantz. counsel for Gubitchev, 
that the Russian be adjudged out- 
side the jurisdiction of the court 
on the ground of diplomatic im- 
munity. 

Asking for Dismissal. 
2. A motion by Mr. Pomerantz 

and by Archibald Palmer, counsel 
for Miss Coplon. asking that the 
indictment be dismissed on the 
ground it is based on allegedly 
illegal wire-tapping. The motion 
asks that, if the indictment is 
not dismissed, all evidence based 
on wire-tapping be barred. 

Miss Coplon already is under 
sentence of 40 months to 10 years 
in prison on a conviction of steal- 
ing Government secrets for the 
Russians. She is appealing the 
conviction and sentence in her 
trial in Washington last summer. 

Both she and Gubitchev are 
free in bail. 

Wants Wiretappers' Names. 
Judge Ryan today directed the 

Government to produce in court 
| names of all persons who tapped 
i and monitored the Washington 
(telephones of Miss Coplon at her 
office and residence. 

The order was issued after Mr. 
Palmer told the court Miss Coplon 
had examined transcripts already 

j supplied by the FBI and had 
[found them apparently incom- 
plete. 

John M. Kelley, jr., special as- 
sistant to the United States Attor- 
ney General, submitted to the 
court names of 30 agents who 
took part in tapping of wires at 
Miss Coplon’s Brooklyn home. 

Accompanying the list were af- 
fidavits in which the agents gave 
their recollections of conversa- 
tions they heard. The Govern- 
ment had said previously that the 
actual records W’.ere destroyed. 

Truman Back Here 
From Florida Vacation 

* 

President Truman landed at Na- 
tional Airport at 12:27 o’clock 
this afternoon after a 3 hour and 
42 minute flight from Key West. 
Fla., where he ended a 22-day va- 

cation this morning. 
As the presidential plane Inde- 

pendence came in and the Presi- 
dent stepped down the ramp, he 
was greeted by a group of cabinet 
officers, including Secretary of 
State Acheson, Defense Secretary 
Johnson, Secretary of Commerce 
Sawyer and Secretary of Interior 
Chapman—the newest addition to 
the cabinet—and other officials. 

The cabinet officers congratu- 
lated the President on the tan 
he had acquired and then they 
posed for pictures. 

When a reporter asked the Pres- 
ident if he had anything to say 
“now that you have returned to 
the scene of battle” he replied 
that he -would hold a news con- 

ference Thursday afternoon and 
say what he had to say then. 

From Friends to Enemies 

U. S. Gave Russia Wartime Aid 
'Till It Hurt,' Arnold Asserts 

Soviet Asked for the Moon and Expected It, 
He Says, Supporting All-Out Supply Program 

(Seventh of a Series.) 

By H. H. Arnold 
Former Commanding General, U. S. Army Air Force* 

The people of the United States have ultra-short memories. 

They remember the good things, but often forget the bad ones. Our j 
friends of today may be our enemies tomorrow. Yesterday Russia 

was one of our most important Allies: today she is a prospective 
enemy. Yesterday we gave t6 her until it hurt: today we question 
the propriety of those who made those generous gifts. i 

Prior to 1939 it was assumed that the entire technique of sales of 

miliary equipment to foreign nations was buttoned up. Then came 

the deluge. 
After months of careful study, a release policy for aircraft mate- 

riel had been prepared. It was approved all along the line and ac- j 
ceptea oy congress ana me resi- 

dent. We thought we were sitting 
pretty after warding off the first 
two or three foreign requests for 
our experimental or service test, 
planes and equipment. There was 

no doubt at that time but that 

foreign orders would help our in- 
dustry increase its productive 
capacity and in that way help our 

Air Forces. Accordingly, we were 

in favor of foreign orders in our 

Matthews Says Navy j 
Has No Further Plans 
For Admiral Denfeld 

Secretary Won't Reply 
to Letter Rejecting Offer 
Of Post in London 

By John A. Giles 
Navy Secretary Matthews said 

today that he has no further’ 
plans for Admiral Louis E. Den-| 
feld, who yesterday rejected the: 
Secretary’s offer of a new post in 
London. 

Secretary Matthews had offered 
to name Admiral Denfeld as com- 

Text of Denfeld Letter Declining European 
Commander-In-Chief Post. Page 4-9 

mander of naval forces in Euro- 

pean waters and naval repre- 
sentative in North Atlantic pact 
matters after he had filed him 
as Chief of Naval Operations as 

an aftermath of the bitter con- 

troversy over unification policies. 
No Further Plans for Him. 

Although- Admiral Denfeld’s 
letter indicated that he might be 
interested in another Navy post 
if one were offered, Mr. Matthews 
said today : 

“I have no further plans for 
him. The next move is up to 
the admiral.” 

He added that the admiral’s 
letter spoke for itself and that 
he did not intend to reply to it. 

The admiral s letter recalled 
Mr. Matthews’ report to President 
Truman that Admiral Denfeld, 
was not loyal to his superiors and 
lacked proper respect for author- 
ity. In view of that statement, 
he wrote, other nations might not; 
have the confidence in him that 
the Navy's London representative 
should enjoy. 

The tone of the letter suggested 
the admiral had planned to re- 

tire all along. However, he re- 

served decision on retirement un- 

til the end of hi" leave on Jan- 
uary 19. 

Congress Action Awaited. 

Informed sources said the ad- 
miral might wait to see what Con- 

gress does on unification during 
its first few weeks in January 
and might stay on if the law- 
makers decided to again go into 
the inter-service row over defense, 
policies. 

If he does decide to remain in 
uniform, it appeared certain that 
he would not have a position in 
any way comparable to Mr. Mat- 
thew’s original offer of the job in 
London. The admiral is eligible 
for retirement on the basis of hav- 

ing served more than 40 years. He 
would be retired on three-fourths 

iSeeDENFELD, Page iW7.) 
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plants. We were also convinced 
that the democratic nations, like 
France and England, should be 
helped whenever and however we 

could with our production to in- 
crease their strength to meet Hit- 
ler's force, then overrunning Eu- 
rope. 

All through our careers in the 
Air Force we had been led to be- 
(Continued on Page A-7, Col. 3.) 

Burgman Sentenced 
To U. S. Penitentiary 
For 6 to 20 Years 

j 
Judge Holtzoff Terms 
Verdict Just; Defendant 
Appears in Good Health 

Herbert John Burgman. 53, 
second person ever convicted of 

treason in District Court here, was 

sentenced to serve from six to 20 

years in a Federal penitentiary by 
Judge Alexander Holtzoff today. 

Burgman, a veteran State De- 

partment employe who cast his 
lot with the Nazis after Germany 
declared war fin the United States 
and broadcast propaganda from 
Berlin under the alias of “Joe 
Scanlon,” was convicted of 13 
overt acts of treason by a District 
Court jury on November 15. 

In pronouncing sentence, Judge 
Holtzoff said he felt the jury’s 
verdict was “ju6t and any other 
verdict would have been unrea- 

sonable.” He was taking into con- 

sideration, however, Judge Holt- 
zoff said, the age and health of 
the defendant. 

Appears in Good Health. 
Mildred E. (Axis Sally) Gillers, 

first person convicted in District 
Court as a traitor, was sentenced 
to serve from 10 to 30 years in 

prison. She was convicted of one 

overt act of treason. 
Burgman, who was in a semi-j 

coma suffering from a heart at- i 

tack when the jury returned its 
verdict last month, appeared in 

good health today. His eyes were 

bright and he walked briskly into1 
the court room to stand before 

Judge Holtzoff. He merely nodded 
when the sentence was pronounced | 

(See BURGMAN, Page A-7.) 1 

Dislrict to Reconsider 
Snow Parking Ban; 
Hearing Is Planned 

Law, in Effect Since '34 
To Aid Cleanup Crews, 
Draws Yearly Protests 

The Commissioners decided 
today to reconsider their 15-year- 
old annual snow parking ban 
which went in effect last Thurs- 
day, and to schedule a public hear- 
ing on the subject. 

Each year since 1934, parking 
has been forbidden on certain ar- 

terial streets from 2 a.m. to 7 a.m. 

for the three months beginning 
December 15, to permit snow re- 

moval forces to work unhampered 
in case of a storm. 

Each year, protests arise over 

the ban from those whose con- 
venient overnight parking space* 
are denied them. 

Keneipp Feared Tieup. 
Traffic Director George E. Ke- 

neipp "reluctantly” recommended 
re-imposition of the ban this year, 
fearing that a potentially serious 
traffic tieup might otherwise re- 
sult, although he said he recog- 
nized the disadvantages of it. 

The* Star has pointed frequently 
to the scarcity of snow in Wash- 
ington during recent years in dis- 
cussing the parking ban. 

The Commissioners again this 
year have received a number of 
complaints on the subject. 

No Date Set on Hearing. 
“It always has been a very 

much disputed question," said En- 
gineer Commissioner Gordon R. 
Young. "I certainly admit it's an 

arguable point, but I believe we’re 
right. 

“In view of the apparently in- 
creasing opposition to it, how- 
ever,” he said. “I think a public 
hearing on the question is a very 
good idea. 

"If we’re wrong we’ll be more 

than glad to change the rule.” 
No date for the hearing was set. 

Marshall Plan Officials 
Free More French Funds 

By the Associated Press 

PARIS, Dec. 20.—MarshaftJPIan 
officials have agreed to unfreeze 
another 37,000.000,000 franca 
($100,000,000) of France’s coun- 

terpart funds, it was announced 
today. 

The new fund, to be used by 
the French government in invest- 
ments for industrial and commer- 

cial purposes, makes a 1949 total 
of 263,000,000,000 francs ($750,- 
000,000> in counterpart funds un- 

frozen by the Economic Co-opera- 
tion Administration. 

The counterpart fund is the 

equivalent in francs of the dol- 
lars contributed by the United 
States. The francs are deposited 
in a special account by the 
French government. 

Hoxha Back in Tirana 
BELGRADE, Dec. 20 W.—A 

spokesman of the Albanian Lega- 
tion here said today that Alba- 

nian Premier Enver Hoxha had re- 

turned to Tirana from a visit to 
Moscow. 

_ 

Builders' Signs at White House 
Gone Before Truman's Return 

President Tinman returned to 
view the White House today with- 

out finding signs on the lawn bor- 

dering Pennsylvania avenue, which 
identified it with the John S. Me- 
Shain Co., builders who are doing 
a renovation job. 

The first sign, bearing simply 
the name of the company that 
tias the $5,300,000 White House j 
contract, was erected shortly after j 
the President went to Kev West.; 
[t is still on the southeast lawn 
and is 9 feet high. 

Over the last week end two ad- 
ditional signs appeared on the 
Pennsylvania avenue side of thf 
White House grounds, more con- 

spicuous than the first. 
Today these signs were removed. 

& 

J. P. Hauck, Washington man- 

ager for the McShain Co., said the 

signs were placed as part of a 

normal routine in building opera- 
tions. He said, he didn’t know 

anything about them being taken 
down. 

Mr. Hauck said a wire fence had 
been run from the White House to 
the iron fence near the northwest 
gate and all of the area to the 
east of the fence had been desig- 
nated for the use of the contrac- 
tor. The signs on the Pennsyl- 
vania avenue front were erected In 
that area. 

Mr. Hauck said the company 
erects signs at all of its jobs to 
identify itself as the builder. He 
said he knew of no objection to 
those at the White House. 

A 

Grand Jury Calls 
11 Witnesses 
In Maragon Case 

Government Official 
And Businessmen 
To Tell of Dealings 

By Miriam Ottenberg 
A Government official and sev- 

eral businessmen were called to- 
day to tell a District grand jury 
about John Maragon's dealings in 
behalf of a molasses company 
penalized for rationing violations. 

They were among 11 wit- 
nesses, including Columnist Drew 
Pearson, summoned by the grand 
jury as it set out to deter- 
mine if Maragon perjured himself 
at the Senate five-percenter in- 
quiry last summer. 

Maragon, onetime bootblack 
who rose to become a White 
House habitue and friend of Pres- 
ident Truman’s military aide. MaJ. 
Gen. Harry H. Vaughan, was a 

key figure in the five-percenter 
investigation. 

Testimony in Conflict. 
The grand jury's inquiry center* 

on what the Senate committee 
considered conflicting testimony 
given by Maragon at a secret ses- 

son and by other witnesses at open 
hearings. 

Maragon. in testimony behind 
closed doors, told the committee 
that outside of what he reported 
in his tax retur<fc, he never repre- 
sented businessmen in dealings 
with the Government, never was 

paid for such services and had 
bank accounts only in Washing- 
ton. 

Witnesses Called. 
The Government, in pressing for 

perjury indictment, today offered 
the grand jury testimony from: 

1. Joseph P. Elivove, assistant 
director of the sugar branch of 
the Agriculture Department, who 
lives at 1310 North Courthouse 
road, Arlington. Mr. Elvove told 
the Senate committee that Mara- 
gon presented an appeal in behalf 
of the Allied Molasses Co., Inc., 
then suspended from getting » 

molasses allocation because of a 

serious rationing violation in 
1946. 

2. Milton Polland, Milwaukee 
life insurance man. who told the 
committee he paid Maragon a to- 
tal of $1,218 for his promised serv- 
ices in behalf of the molasses com- 

* pany. Mr. Polland was an- uncle 

j of the company president. 
Company Head Called. 

3. Harold Ross, company presi- 
dent, who testified before the com- 

mittee that he handed Maragon 
$100 in New York when Maragon 
told him “he had piled up ex- 

penses and needed $100 fast.” 
4. George Chadwick, jr„ Wash- 

ington attorney with offices in the 
Southern Building, who testified 
before the committee that while 
representing Trans American 
Traders, Inc., he gave Maragon 
$8,000 to change for him and never 

got it back. Mr. Chadwick testified 
that Maragon physically attacked 
him while attempting to recover 

a copy of a letter referring to the 
$8,000 as Maragon's “commission.” 

5. Charles Ingersoll of Cleve- 
land, president of a farm equip- 
ment company. Mr. Ingersoll did 
not testify before the committee, 
but his attorney told reporters 
today that Mr. Ingersoll gave 
some money to Maragon. 

6. Mr. Pearson, who testified be- 
fore the committee concerning 
Gen. Vaughan and has also writ- 
ten about Maragon. 

Accountant to Testify. 
7. Carmine Bellino, staff ac- 

countant for the Senate commit- 
tee, who told the committee that 
after Maragon declared under oath 
that he had no bank account out- 
side of Washington, the commit- 
tee discovered one in the National 
Bank of Commerce at San An- 
tonio. Mr. Bellino testified that 
in the year 1945 alone—a year 
when Maragon had denied having 
any such account—Maragon de- 
posited $26,303.89 in the Texas 
bank. 

8. William P. Rogers, counsel 
of the Senate committee, who re- 
fused to say what testimony he 
gave this morning, but who wrote 
United States Attorney George 
Morris Fay that he had additional 
information not brought out in 
the hearing concerning Maragon. 

9. Gilbert Halasz, the shorthand 
reporter who took Maragon’s ex- 

ecutive session testimony. 
10. Two FBI agents who pre- 
(See MARAGON, Page A-5.) 

Winter Will Arrive 
Tomorrow, but 
On Calendar Only 
On winter’s eve the Weather 

Bureau today predicted spring- 
like weather. 

Officially winter will come to 
Washington at 11:24 p.m. tomor- 
row. But the weather will be 
mild tomorrow, colder Friday and 
moderate over the week end. 
Warm breezes from the Southwest 
are responsible for the unseason- 

able weather, the forecaster ex- 

plained. 
The forecaster is still taking a 

dim view on those songs about a 

white Christmas. Hard scientific 
facts, he says, indicate that there 
will be rain tomorrow night and 
Thursday, and possibly again 
Saturday night or Sunday. In all, 
about one-half inch of rain is ex- 

pected. Absolutely, he said, there 
is no indication of snow. 

a 


